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he was very pleased; but the Dauphin's youth
and the nearness of his marriage prevented him
from acceding to this noble and disinterested
request.

Since ist April 1744 Richelieu possessed the title
of lieutenant-general and was making a brilliant
beginning to his office; later he took command at
the sieges of Menin, Ypres andFurnes; none was so
influential or important, for he enjoyed all the
king's favours.

In his ambition he aspired to the position of
prime minister, or failing that foreign secretary,
and he meant to govern Louis by the agency of
Tencin and the Duchesse de Chateauroux. As well
as the fulfilment of his military duties he kept up
a daily correspondence with Versailles and put down
all the intrigues formed against him by his many
adversaries, chief of whom was Maurepas. As the
king's first Lord of the Bedchamber, Richelieu had
the benefit of real intimacy with the king, and
cleverly took advantage of it. From that period
he was his bad angel, the spirit of temptation and
villainy, on the watch for all his weaknesses and
doubts; the corrupter par excellence.

Louis XV had decided not to take any women to
Flanders, a wise decision which added to and
strengthened the king's popularity; Richelieu, fear-
ing a diminution of his influence, let him have his
way; Mmes de Chateauroux and de Lauraguais, the
Princesse de Conti, the Duchesses of Modena and
Chartres went off to Lille. They made a great
show there and were insolent in their audacity;